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Two prominent Americans 
who knew the late Nikita S. 
Khrushchev when he was pre- 
mier of the Soviet Union de- 
scribed him today as a prag- 
matic leader with whom the 
United States could deal. 

Industrialist Cyrus Eaton, 
who first met Khrushchev in 
the Kremlin in 1958, said, “I 
found he was not a fanatic on 
political and ideological mat- 
ters, buf took a practical ap- 
proach. 

“He was trying for under- 
standing with the United 
States and was content that 
we should pursue our own eco- 
nomical and political systems 
while his country followed its 
own ideas.” 

W. Averell Harriman, for- 
mer U.S. ambassador to Mos- 
cow, said the late Soviet 
leader was “willing to compete 
with the U.S. in world domin- 
ation but ready to back down 
to avoid a nuclear war.” 
Referring to the Cuban mis- 
.sile crisis of 1962, in which 
President John F. Kennedy 
forced Moscow to remove its 
missile installation from the 
island, Harriman said: 

“Khrushchev saw the deter- 
mination in Kennedy so he 
backed “down. We probably 
will never- get a complete de- 
tente with Russia, but with 
Khrushchev you couW get 
agreement on certain things.” 
Harriman recalled that 
Khrushchev had a sense of 
humor “that made you like 
him. ge. was. easier to 1 get 
along with than Josef Stalin.” 
At a, party at his home in 
1963, Harriman said, Khrush- 
chev asked him if he had a 
great-grandson, as Khrushchev 
did. When Harriman replied 
that he hadn’t, Khrushchev 
said, “That proves that the 
Communist society is more 
productive than the capitalist 
society because you’re older 
than I am.” 

Both Harriman and Eaton 
sent their condolences to 
Khrushchev’s widow, but both 
said they would not attend the 
funeral. 



